
Table 1. Cuyahoga County Influenza Data Dashboard 
Influenza (Flu) Indicator Current  

Activity Level 
Activity Compared 

to Last Week 
#Weeks1234 2021-2022 Season  

Total/Trend 

Percent of pneumonia deaths & number 
of flu related deaths - [Fig 1] 

Pneumonia: 14.8% 
Flu: 0 deaths 

20.6% 
Stable 

    2 
  11 

COVID-19 impacting        
pneumonia death percentage. 

Influenza like illness (ILI) doctor  
visits [Fig 2] 

                             
Cuyahoga:  7.17% 

 

84.3%     1  
New provider reporting; much 
higher than previous rates. 

Flu associated hospitalizations [Fig 3]  1 (1)     2 n=10. 

School absenteeism due to ILLNESS 
ONLY – [Fig 4A] 2.86% 

 

(11.3%)     6  Slightly elevated due to 
COVID-19. 

School absenteeism due to ALL  
CAUSES – [Fig 4B] 

8.94% 14.0%     1 Slightly elevated due to 
COVID-19. 

Emergency room visits due to ILI [Fig 5] 654 63.5%     4     Higher than 5-year median.. 

Sales of over-the-counter medications 
used to treat ILI. [Fig 6] 503 37.8%     5 Higher than 5-year median. 

Congestion & cough complaints [Fig 8} 17.44% 31.0%     1     Higher than 5-year median. 

 
1 confirmed cases of flu associated hospitalizations were reported this week. 10 hospitalizations due to flu reported this flu season. 
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Flu activity level is elevated to ‘high’ this week.  

Local Flu Activity Dashboard  (All data are preliminary and may change as updated data are received.) 

Oct   Nov    Dec   Jan   Feb   Mar    Apr   May  
Current Week Flu Activity 

    X     
Low Mod High 

Weekly  
Intensity 

40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

                                                               

1 

 

1Due to small percentages, caution should be used while interpreting the ‘Activity Compared to Last Week’ box. 

3For figures 1, 5-6, & 8,      = (Increase > 5%),     = (Decrease > -5%),      = Stable (-4.9% to +4.9%) 

2For figures 2, 4a-4b,      = (Increase > 20%),     = (Decrease > -20%),      = Stable (-19.9% to +19.9%) 

4For flu related deaths (Fig 1) & Fig 3,      = (Increase # of deaths/cases),     = (Decrease # of deaths/cases),      = Stable (Same # of deaths/cases) 

Highlights 

December 12 - 18, 2021 (MMWR Week 50) 

14.8% of deaths reported were due to pneumonia. No influenza deaths reported. 

Flu activity rating explanation and weekly flu reports can be found here: https://www.ccbh.net/weekly-flu-surveillance-reports/ 

5.7% of emergency department visits were for flu like symptoms.  

Note: Because many of the COVID-19 symptoms can be similar to the common symptoms of influenza, caution should be exercised while  
           interpreting the results shown in the weekly report.  



 
 
 

This report is intended to provide an overview of influenza related activity occurring in Cuyahoga County while    
providing some information on state activity that is one week behind the current week.  It will be published on a 
weekly basis and can be found at the following website: https://www.ccbh.net/weekly-flu-surveillance-reports/ 
 
Note: Data are provisional and subject to change. Updates will be included in future reports.  
 

Pneumonia and Influenza (P&I) Mortality 
14.8% of deaths reported were due to pneumonia for this week. 73.4% of these deaths were to adults 65 years and    
older. No flu-related deaths were reported this week. No flu-related deaths so far this season (Figure 1). 
 
Influenza-Like Illness (ILI) Reports 
One sentinel ILI reporter had 7.17% patients with ILI symptoms this week (Figure 2). ILI is defined as a fever (≥ 100◦ 
F), and cough and/or sore throat. 
 
Influenza-Associated Hospitalizations and Influenza-Associated Pediatric Mortality 
In Cuyahoga County, 1 confirmed cases of influenza-associated hospitalization was reported this week (Figure 3). 
There was 35 statewide confirmed influenza associated hospitalization reported in week 49. No pediatric flu deaths 
were reported so far this flu season in Ohio.  
 
School Absenteeism 
Participating schools in Cuyahoga County reported the percentage (median = 2.9%) of absenteeism due to any illness 
on Tuesday (Figure 4A). Figure 4B shows the total absenteeism due to any reason (median = 8.9% ).   
 
Emergency Department (ED) visits and Over-the-Counter (OTC) Medication Sales 
5.7% of all ED visits were for fever + ILI symptoms. About 375 more patients visited EDs for fever and ILI symp-
toms this week compared to the previous 5-year weekly median (Figure 5).  Figure 6 shows about 190 more OTC        
products per drugstore were purchased this week than the previous 5-year weekly median.  
 

Figure 7 shows, by zip code, the fever  + ILI symptoms collected for  Figure 5. One other  map shows, by zip 
code, the number of ED visits for congestion and cough that are common symptoms during the flu season (Figure 8).  
 

Additional Links 
 Weekly U.S. Influenza Surveillance Report – http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly  
 Ohio Influenza Surveillance – https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/seasonal-

influenza/ohio-flu-activity/ohio-flu-activity 
 HealthMap Flu Trends – http://www.healthmap.org/flutrends/# 
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Flu Summary 

December 12 - 18, 2021 (MMWR Week 50) 
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Figure 7 Rate of Fever and Influenza-Like
Illness Complaints per 100,000 by Zip Code

Figure 8 Rate of Congestion and Cough
Complaints per 100,000 by Zip Code

Rate

370.09 - 716.38
156.85 - 370.08

61.50 - 156.84
0.00 - 61.49
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Sources: EpiCenter emergency department chief
compliant data and 2010 TIGER/Line Shapefile
Spatial Reference: NAD 1983 StatePlane OH 
  North FIPS 3401 (Feet)
     Classification: Quantile
       Created by: R. Stacklin  Date: December 2021
         Data are preliminary.

December 12th - 18th, 2021 - MMWR Week 50 0 52.5
Miles

Ü

Rate
0.00 - 14.82
14.83 - 34.81

34.82 - 83.08
83.09 - 181.69

December 12th - 18th, 2021 - MMWR Week 50 0 52.5
Miles

Sources: EpiCenter emergency department chief
compliant data and 2010 TIGER/Line Shapefile
Spatial Reference: NAD 1983 StatePlane OH 
  North FIPS 3401 (Feet)
     Classification: Quantile
        Created by: R. Stacklin  Date: December 2021
         Data are preliminary.
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