




Itôs a good sign if the facility asks for some identification, makes you sign in (or at 

least records your name and purpose), takes your temperature and tells you about 

the PPE requirements for entering the facility, 



1. All of our PPE is located on the Epi side of the building 

2. The doctor who meets you at the facility will provide PPE for you 

3. It will be donned at the location prior to entering the patient area 

 



1. Whenever possible resist the temptation to touch surfaces. 

2. Do not touch your face or PPE throughout the inspection if possible. 

3. Patient and visitor dining rooms should be closed. 

4. In some cases, special needs patients have to be fed outside of their room but 

should have social distancing whenever possible. 



1. TV and other entertainment rooms can be used by patients if they can be seated at 

least 6 feet apart. 

2. Be sure that the patients are not symptomatic or under isolation or quarantine 

orders  



1. If your community rooms are used, the patients or staff must be at least 6 feet apart 

and have surgical masks (if their mental state allows).  

2. Sometimes these areas are close to the nurseôs stations so they can keep a 

constant eye on the patient (i.e. dementia patients) 



1. Due to staffing shortages STNAs and other lesser skilled workers are helping 

nurses and doctors administer to patients.  

2. Social distancing, PPE wearing and hand hygiene rules still must be observed.  

3. Most facilities provide just in time (JIT) training or cross-training of job functions to 

overcome these challenges. 



Ask about any items that are borrowed from patient to patient - library books, 

magazines, hymnals, etc. 



1. BP service cart with medical supplies.  

2. Usually moves throughout several floors with patients that may be Covid + or 

presumed +.  

3. All items that touch patients must be disinfected between patients - stethoscopes 

have disposable covers. 

 



1. Ideally, the beverages used to wash down medications would be in single service 

cups with lids to eliminate handling by nurses and direct patient care workers.   

2. Those cups would be filled and covered in the kitchen.  



1. Sometimes paperwork, documents and medications are all stored on one cart. 

2. If these items are moving throughout the facility there should be 

handwashing/hand sanitizing supplies located on the cart.  

3. The cart should never enter a Covid+ room 



1. Ideally, all foods should be individually portioned and covered when delivered to 

rooms.  

2. Food employees shouldnôt be feeding patients during the pandemic.  

3. In fact, they should never be entering patient rooms.  

4. If ñrentalò employees are used they should receive just in time (JIT) training before 

entering patient rooms.  

5. The topics should include general food safety, allergens, hand hygiene, PPE 

usage (both donning and doffing) and recognition of illness symptoms. 



1. Employees need to eat in a safe place away from patient food and food contact 

surfaces.  

2. Only approved kitchen staff should be entering the kitchen.  

3. Vending machines, entrance key pads, phones and other commonly touched 

surfaces that should be disinfected frequently.  


