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Medication Access
 Medication access decreasing

 Poor economy (fewer insured patients)

 Increase in cost of insurance and drug formularies 
tightened 

 Out-of-Pocket costs increasing

 Cuts in public programs such as Medicaid and ADAPs

 Medicare Part D costs increasing and fewer medications 
covered

 Drug costs increasing



Patient Assistance Programs 
(PAPs)

 Provide free or low cost medications to low-income 
patients 

 Programs target the uninsured or underinsured

 Drug manufacturers sponsor many programs and provide  
medication to the patient

 Drug manufacturers often provide co-pay assistance for 
patients with insurance 



Why Use PAP’s??   (Pros)

 SAVE’s $$

 Maintains Medication Adherence

 Earlier Therapy Initiation

 Increases Positive Patient Outcomes



PAP’s   (Cons)

 More time consuming than Ryan White

 Requires forms and documentation

 Requires follow up from all involved



Options For Uninsured 
(Underinsured) Patients

 PAPs

 Co-pay assistance (government programs usually 
excluded)

 Drug Repositories (Buderer drug in Sandusky for NEOH)

 $4 or less generic drug lists at pharmacies

 Low cost pharmacies (Xubex, Costco)



Qualifications for PAPs

 Usually patient must be uninsured (or drug not covered 
by insurance)

 Low income (200-500% of Federal Poverty Limit)

 U.S. resident

 Sometimes patients with Medicare Part D may qualify or 
patients with private insurance and very high co-pays

 Need income documentation (pay stubs, tax returns, or 
zero income letter)



Number One Thing to Know About 
Patient Assistance Programs

All Programs are 
Different!!!



Finding PAPs

 Nonprofit organization websites have all information on 
programs in one place (These are awesome!)

 Extremely easy to use and search 

 Needymeds.org

 RxAssist.org

 Examples



Instructions for PAP’s

 Read instructions carefully for each program 

 Patient Section-demographics

 Income Section-varies from program to program

 Physician Section-In most cases must be signed by MD, 
so it’s important to work with patient’s physician office 
social worker, nurse, or pharmacist. Often these are 
legally binding Rx’s

 Some programs use pharmacy cards, some send to 
patient, some sent to physician









Other Resources 
 Co-pay cards (for patients with private insurance only)

 Drug Repository-unused medication from long term care 
facilities given to repository and then dispensed to 
patients in need

 Low cost pharmacies over internet (Xubex)  Patients 
qualify by income for low cost medication.  Some 
medications are not discounted

 $4 or less generics (Target, Walmart, Giant Eagle) lists 
change, so check current lists on line.

 Costco



Conclusion

 Accessing medication through PAPs saves $

 May prevent lapse in therapy

 Shorten time frame for initiation of therapy

 May be time consuming 

 Requires follow up

 Requires communication between health care providers 
and social services  




