
 
 

Dear Homeowner: 
 
Enclosed in this mailing is your application for the annual Household Sewage Management Program 
Permit.  The fee for this year’s permit is once again $60.00.  The application and the fee can be 
returned to the Cuyahoga County Board of Health (CCBH) in the enclosed return envelope.  This 
annual permit is valid effective September 1st of this year. 
 
Over the years, the Board of Health has been committed to maintaining an effective household 
sewage program, while also keeping the annual permit cost to the homeowners as low as possible.  
The Board of Health’s program utilizes a diverse watershed-based approach to help identify and 
minimize the impact that sewage pollution has on the environment throughout our watersheds.  
Nearly 12,000 homes in 48 communities throughout Cuyahoga County are beyond the reach of a 
sanitary sewer and utilize a household sewage treatment system. 
 
What is the Household Sewage Management Program? 
 
Along with responding to nuisance complaints regarding poor water quality or a failing sewage 
system, the Board of Health conducts water quality sampling of streams, ditches, storm sewers and 
individual sewage systems throughout the county.  The analysis of this sampling allows our staff to 
advise homeowners on the quality of sewage treatment occurring on their property and also assists in 
prioritizing individual locations in many communities by the extent of poor water quality 
identified.  To better identify the direct impacts of pollution on specific locations within  
our watersheds, sanitarians and summer interns conduct specific stream segment  
surveys which include bacteriological, chemical and aquatic habitat assessments.   
 
CCBH sanitarians also evaluate the performance of individual household sewage 
systems in response to point-of-sale requests and in specific project areas in communities throughout 
the county.  These activities are funded through the issuance of our annual Management Permits.  
There is no additional inspection fee charged to homeowners to conduct these sewage system 
evaluations.  The results of the evaluation are provided to the homeowner so that they are aware of 
the level of sewage treatment occurring.  This is important since many of the sewage systems 
currently in use in Cuyahoga County typically discharge several hundred gallons of treated 
wastewater to the environment each day.  If sufficient treatment is not taking place, water quality can 
be affected and public health nuisance conditions can result.  This can negatively affect property 
values and can potentially impact the health of your neighbors, pets and family members.  The data 
collected from sewage system evaluations can also be incorporated with water quality sampling 
results and provided to community officials.  This information helps communities assess their future 
                           sewage treatment options and identify viable solutions to sewage pollution problems. 
                           In areas where the community has determined that the installation of sanitary 
                           sewers is not practical, sanitarians work with homeowners to repair, upgrade or 
                           replace their failing sewage systems as necessary.  It is important to remember, 
                           however, that the Board of Health’s programs are focused on providing beneficial 
                           education to community leaders, business owners and individual homeowners 
                           instead of relying on strict enforcement-based program activities and requirements. 
                           This common sense approach has helped make our Household Sewage Program 
                           one of the most successful in the State of Ohio and the country.   
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What Other Programs Help Protect Water Quality? 
 
Along with our activities in the Household Sewage Program, CCBH conducts a  
bathing beach monitoring program.  This program helps protect the public from  
potential health risks associated with swimming or wading in recreational waters  
through monitoring and public notification on pertinent swimming and water  
quality conditions.  CCBH has also partnered with the U.S. Geological Survey  
(USGS) to implement an Ohio Nowcast Beach Advisory program (www.ohionowcast.info) that results 
in real-time water quality forecasting using predictive mathematical models. We also license and 
routinely inspect our local marinas to ensure all requirements related to sewage disposal, drinking 
water protection, solid waste disposal, water safety, etc. are being met.    
 
CCBH is also actively involved in the storm water program.  Our staff continues to work closely with 
our local community officials to assist them in meeting many of the required tasks and control 
measures of the USEPA’s Phase II Storm Water Program.  We have contracted with 49 communities 
to provide a wide range of essential water quality services and activities.  Some of these include 
educational outreach, dry weather screening and illicit discharge identification, inventory, sampling 
and mapping.   
 
Regulatory Update 
 
Along with providing education on specific sewage system designs, maintenance requirements and a 
wide range of local community issues related to water quality, we strive to keep homeowners up to 
date on pertinent state and national issues that can affect us all locally.  Our staff actively participates 
on a number of statewide work groups and committees that help set the course for the future of the 
state’s water quality programs.  An example is the recent update of Ohio’s statewide sewage 
treatment system rules.  The sewage rules in use throughout Ohio dated back to the mid 1970’s and 
were the oldest in the country.  After years of hard work and commitment by representatives from 
numerous industry groups, state agencies and public health associations, these rules were finally 
updated, creating quite a stir throughout the State.  The new rules were focused on ensuring that a 
sewage treatment system was designed and installed to meet the site and soil conditions present on 
a specific parcel of land.  As a result, sewage systems could be expected to treat sewage more 
effectively and would last longer, thus protecting a homeowner’s investment.  While many praised 
their benefits, some were overwhelmed and felt that the rules may have been too progressive and 
may be too difficult to grasp since they represented a new philosophy and a dramatic step forward in 
approaches to site approval and sewage system design, installation, operation and maintenance.  
The building industry also felt that these new rules challenged accepted practices and raised the bar 
related to sewage system requirements.  They cited increased sewage system design and installation 
costs and were concerned that their “right” to develop a number of properties throughout Ohio may be 
in jeopardy.  Because of the confusion caused by a small minority of those impacted by the updated 
rules, the state legislature has chosen to delay the implementation of new statewide rules to July 1, 
2009.  In the interim, the Board of Health will continue to work closely with its statewide association 
and industry partners to ensure that the household sewage program rules adopted for use will result 
in effective household wastewater treatment and will protect public health, while not imposing an 
unacceptable financial burden on our homeowners.   
 
If you have any specific questions about your household sewage system or for additional information 
on any of our programs, please visit us on the web at www.ccbh.net or contact us directly at 
(216)201-2000.  
 
 
 
 

  
  

 


